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New Features on the Web
www.slovote.com
Find Your Polling Place Here

View Photos, Directions to the Polls, Accessibility Features 
for Voters with Disabilities, and Your Sample Ballot 
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COUNTY CLERK -RECORDER

HELPFUL HINTS
MAKE ELECTION DAY EASIER!

Your precinct workers are citizens like you.  They sincerely want to make 
voting easy while protecting your voting rights and ensuring that all election 
laws are followed. Here are some ideas for you to make Election Day easier 
for all.

• Your polling place is listed on the back page of this Sample Ballot 
booklet. It may have changed since the last election.     

• If you are not planning on voting by mail, check to make sure you 
know where your polling place is located.  If you are not sure how to 
locate your polling place, go to our polling place look-up on the web 
(www.slovote.com) or contact us before Election Day, if possible.

• Go to the polls prepared.  Read and mark the contests prior to 
Election Day and take this Sample Ballot booklet with you to refer to 
while you are in the voting booth.  This is especially helpful with a 
lengthy ballot and can also help the precinct workers locate your 
name and address on the voter roster.

• If you are a first time voter, be prepared to show identification, see 
below.

NEW REQUIREMENTS FOR FIRST TIME VOTERS

The Help America Vote Act requires first time voters to show identification 
when voting. If you registered to vote by mail after January 1, 2003 and have 
not previously voted in San Luis Obispo County you will be required to show 
your current valid photo I.D. or a copy of one of the following that shows your 
name and address when you go to the polls on election day:  Current Utility 
Bill, Bank Statement, Government Check, Government Paycheck or a 
Government Document.  The same requirement applies if you request to vote 
by absentee ballot.   You will be required to send a copy of one of the above 
with your voted vote-by-mail ballot.     If you have questions about your status 
as a First Time Voter, contact us.

Contact Information on the Front Cover
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Develop your Personal Voting Plan 

The San Luis Obispo County Clerk-Recorder wants to help you create a 
voting plan that works for you.  See your options below! 

1. Vote at the Polls – Polling places are open from 7 am – 8 pm on 
Election Day.  We recommend that you bring your completed 
sample ballot to help you save time.  The information on the back 
cover can also help the precinct workers find your name and 
address in the voting roster.
� You can find your polling place on your sample ballot or our 

website at www.slovote.com
2. Vote by Mail – Sign up by completing the application in your 

sample ballot, phoning the election office, or by sending a 
request.  Return the application well before the election so you 
have time to complete and return your ballot.  Mail your ballot in 
early, or drop it off at any polling place to be received by 8 pm on 
Election Day.
� You can also request to permanently vote by mail, and you 

will receive a mail-in ballot automatically for each election.

Assistance for Voters with 
Special Needs 

San Luis Obispo offers voters with disabilities options that provide a private 
and independent voting environment. 

� Check the accessibility of your polling place or the status of 
your vote-by-mail ballot at www.slovote.com

� AutoMARK Ballot Marking Machines are available in every 
polling place on Election Day and at the County Clerk-
Recorder’s Office 22 days prior to the election for early voting. 

� Curbside voting is also available.  If you arrive at your polling 
place and cannot get to the voting area, ask for assistance. 

Other Assistance for Visually, Hearing or Speech Impaired: 
The Secretary of State’s Office has a TDD (Telecommunications Device for 
the Deaf) to provide elections information:  1-800-833-8683 (1-800-TDD-
VOTE).  Audio tapes and large print format of the state ballot measures and 
audio tapes of local measures and candidates are available from the Clerk-
Recorder’s Department.

Contact us for additional information. 
Contact Information on the Front Cover 
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VOTER BILL OF RIGHTS

1. You have the right to cast a ballot if you are a valid registered voter.
A valid registered voter means a United States Citizen who is a
resident in this state, who is at least 18 years of age and not in prison
or on parole for conviction of a felony, and who is registered to vote at
his or her current residence address.

2. You have the right to cast a provisional ballot if your name is not listed
on the voting rolls.

3. You have the right to cast a ballot if you are present and in line at
the polling place prior to the close of polls.

4. You have the right to cast a secret ballot free from intimidation.
5. You have the right to receive a new ballot if, prior to casting your

ballot, you believe you made a mistake.
If at any time before you finally cast your ballot, you feel you have made a
mistake, you have the right to exchange the spoiled ballot for a new
ballot. Vote by Mail voters may also request and receive a new ballot if
they return their spoiled ballot to an elections official prior to the closing of
the polls on Election Day.

6. You have the right to receive assistance in casting your ballot, if you
are unable to vote without assistance.

7. You have the right to return a completed vote by mail ballot to any 
precinct in the county.

8. You have the right to election materials in another language, if there
are sufficient residents in your precinct to warrant production.

9. You have the right to ask questions about election procedures 
and observe the election process. You have the right to ask questions
of the precinct board and election officials regarding election
procedures and to receive an answer or be directed to the 
appropriate official for an answer. However, if persistent questioning
disrupts the execution of their duties, the board or election officials may 
discontinue responding to questions.

10. You have the right to report any illegal or fraudulent activity to a 
local elections official or to the Secretary of State's Office.
If you believe you have been denied any of these rights, or if 
you are aware of any election fraud or misconduct please call 
the Secretary of State's confidential toll-free

VOTER PROTECTION HOTLINE
1-800-345-VOTE (8683) OR

YOUR LOCAL ELECTION OFFICIAL'S TOLL FREE NUMBER
800-834-4636, Ext 5228
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What can the Clerk-Recorder do for you?

You already know us as the Registrar of Voters.    The 
Clerk-Recorder also functions as the Clerk of the Board 
of Supervisors, County Recorder, County Clerk and 
Commissioner of Civil Marriages.
What other services are offered by the department? 
Here are just a few…

• File Fictitious Business Name Statements
• Maintain Official Records (land records)
• Issue Marriage Licenses
• Perform Wedding Ceremonies
• Provide Certified Copies of Vital Records for 

events that occurred in San Luis Obispo County 
(Births, Deaths and Marriages)

• Watch Board of Supervisor’s meetings online and 
view associated documents

For more information, visit us on the internet at 
www.slocounty.ca.gov/clerk, contact us by phone (805) 
781-5080 and don’t forget to follow us on:

http://www.facebook.com/slocountyclerkrec

http://twitter.com/slocountyclerk
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REQUESTING A VOTE BY MAIL BALLOT
If you find that for any reason you will be unable to vote in person on
Election Day, promptly complete and sign the application for a Vote By Mail
ballot printed on the reverse side of this page, detach the post card, apply
postage and mail. Your application must reach the office of the Clerk-
Recorder not less than 7 days before the day of election. State law now
allows a voter to apply for a Vote By Mail ballot by telephone. You may
reach the Clerk-Recorder at 805-781-5228. The deadline for the Clerk-
Recorder to receive Vote By Mail applications is October 28, 2014.

PERMANENT VOTE BY MAIL QUALIFICATION
Any voter, upon request, may become a Permanent Vote By Mail Voter. You
may either check the Permanent Vote By Mail box on the Application for
Vote By Mail Ballot or request Permanent Vote By Mail status over the
phone and a vote by mail ballot will automatically be sent to you for future
elections. Failure to vote in four consecutive statewide general elections may
cancel your Permanent Vote By Mail Status and you will need to reapply.

RETURNING YOUR VOTE BY MAIL BALLOT

Voters may return only their own voted vote by mail ballot, in person or by
mail, to the Clerk-Recorder’s Office. On Election Day the ballot can be
returned to any polling place in the County. To be counted, a ballot must be
received no later than the close of the polls at 8:00 p.m. on Election Day.
However, a voter who is unable to return his/her ballot may designate
his/her spouse, child, parent, grandparent, grandchild, sibling or a person
residing in the same household as the voter to return the ballot to the Clerk-
Recorder or any election day polling place in San Luis Obispo County.

VOTE BY MAIL BALLOT LOOK-UP ON THE WEB
Check the status of your returned VBM ballot on the Internet at
www.slovote.com

FOR QUESTIONS, CONTACT US

Contact Information on the Front Cover
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